POURQUOI PROGRAMMER ET POURQUOI PERL?

(1) "Working with language data is nearly impossible these days without a computer. Data are massaged, analyzed, sorted, and distributed on computers. Various software packages are available for language researchers, but to truly take control of this domain, some amount of programming expertise is essential“ 
(2) "The Perl programming language may provide an answer. There are a number of reasons why Perl may be an excellent choice. First, Perl was designed for extracting information from text files. This makes it ideal for many of the kinds of tasks language researchers need. Second, there are free Perl implementations for every type of computer. It doesn’t matter what kind of operating system you use or computer architecture it’s running on. There is a free Perl implementation available. Third, it’s free. Again, for any imaginable computer configuration, there is a free Perl implementation. Fourth, it’s extremely easy. In fact, it might not be an exaggeration to claim that of the languages that can do the kinds of things language researchers need, Perl may be the easiest to learn. Fifth, Perl is an interpreted language. This means that you can write and run your programs immediately without going through an explicit intermediate stage to convert your program into something that the computer will understand. Sixth, Perl is a natural choice for programming for the web. Finally, Perl is a powerful programming language." 
